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The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges

Lesson 9
When More is Less

Or

What Happened to Gideon?
Judges 7:23 – 8:32
October 11, 2009
Reading:  Judges 7:23 – 8:32
Study Questions

Why were the Ephraimites upset with Gideon?  Was their anger justified?  Was Gideon wrong in any way?  How did Gideon’s response satisfy them?  

Why did the people of Succoth and Peniel refuse to supply Gideon and his 300 men with food?  Humanly speaking, what were Gideon’s chances of defeating Zebah and Zalmunna (a force of 15,000 men – vs. 10) with only 300 weary and hungry men (verses 4 & 5)?  How did Gideon later deal with the people of these two cities?  Do you think that Gideon was justified in dealing with these cities as he did when he returned from defeating Zebah and Zalmunna?  What do you think the author’s purpose is for including this account?
How did Zebah and Zalmunna describe those whom they killed at Tabor?  Does this description raise any question in your minds about Gideon’s objections in 6:15?
What, if anything, did Gideon do right in chapter 8?  What evidences of bad judgment do you find on Gideon’s part in chapter 8, especially in verses 20-27?

What were the Israelites asking Gideon to do in verse 22?  Compare this with 1 Samuel 8:4-9.  Why did Gideon decline their request?  How was his one request of them a bad one?  What did Gideon do with what he was given by the Israelite warriors?  Is there not a certain irony associated with the reference to Ophrah, Gideon’s home town?

Is there a sequence or logical flow of events in Gideon’s downfall?  If so, what are they?  How does chapter 8 fit into the entire account of Gideon in the Book of Judges?   What does our text tell us about how leaders are tempted?
What lessons should the ancient Israelites (who read this account) have learned?  What lessons are we to learn from Judges 8?
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