Study Guide

The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges

Lesson 8
When Less is More
Judges 6:36—7:23
October 4, 2009
Reading:  Judges 6:36—7:23
Study Questions

Why does Gideon need assurance or confirmation in 6:36-40?  Why does the author twice repeat Gideon’s statement, “as you have promised” (6:36-37)?  Who or what does Gideon doubt here?  As tests go, what do you think of Gideon’s two tests?  What do you learn about Gideon and about God from verses 36-40?

Knowing Gideon’s fears, why did God reduce Gideon’s troops significantly?  In verse 4, why does God appear to emphasize His sovereignty in determining who will remain and who will not?  What made the difference between those few who remained with Gideon and those who did not?  To be specific, do you think the “lappers” were better soldiers than the “kneelers?”   If the 300 “lappers” took over the provisions and trumpets of those who left (7:8), then what does this tell you about how well equipped Gideon’s 32,000 men would have been?
Verses 9-15 describe a kind of self-imposed verification on God’s part.  Was going down to the Midianite camp commanded or optional?  Why?  What does this say about Gideon and about God?  Why do you think God had Purah go down with Gideon to the Midianite camp?  What was Gideon’s response to what he heard in the enemy camp?  While the conversation had a very positive effect on Gideon and Purah, what effect might it have had on the Midianites and their allies?

What was unconventional about the way in which God had Gideon and his men attack the Midianites?  What weapons were in the Israelite hands?  What effect did their weapons have on the enemy forces?  Whose swords are killing whom?  How did Gideon’s successful attack with his 300 men effect the other Israelites mentioned in verses 23-25?
Was God narrowing down Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 in order to end up with “a few good men?”  Was God merely getting rid of the inferior warriors, or was He doing something else?  How does this account in Judges 7 speak to us today, if we bemoan the fact that our resources are diminishing?  Why does God diminish our resources?  How should God’s dealings with Gideon prove to be an encouragement to Christians today?
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