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Near to the Heart of God
A Study of the Book of Hebrews

Study Guide

Lesson 20
A “Tents” Situation:  The Parlor or the Den?
Hebrews 9:1-14
December 7, 2008

Reading:  Hebrews 9:1-28
Resources:

Dr. S. Lewis Johnson:

http://www.believerschapeldallas.org/a/Johnson/slj-31_Hebrews/26_SLJ_31_32K.mp3
John Piper

http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByScripture/26/984_Purified_to_Serve_the_Living_God/
Ray Stedman


http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/10603/HIVPC_part1.html

http://www.pbc.org/messages/5488

http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/5488/0091.html
Study Questions
Verses 1-14 of chapter 9 divide into three sections, each preparing the way for the next:
Verses 1-5

Verses 6-10

Verses 11-14

What is the topic of each section, and how does it prepare the way for the next section?  (In other words, trace the author’s argument from verse 1 to verse 14.)

Verses 1-5:

What is discussed in these verses?

How does the first part of verse 6 explain the reason for verses 1-5?

If the author cannot speak of the things of verses 1-5 in detail (verse 5), then why does he bother with this section in the first place?  What is his purpose for verses 1-5?

Verses 6-10:

If verses 1-5 describe the two parts of the tabernacle and the furnishings of each, what do verses 6-10 describe?

How do verses 6-10 logically follow verses 1-5?

In verse 8, the author tells us what the Holy Spirit wants us to understand from all that has gone before in verses 1-7.  What is it we are to understand?

How does this serve to illustrate the relationship between the Old and the New Covenants?

How does this instruct the Hebrew recipients of this epistle?
Verses 11-14:

In verse 9, the author refers to “the present age” and in verse 10, he speaks of regulations that are imposed “until the time of reformation.”  How does the appearance of Christ as “a high priest of good things” change things?  Explain the relationship of verses 11-14 to verses 1-10.

Contrast verses 11-14 with verses 1-10 in terms of . . .

The “tent” (or tabernacle)

The priest

The sacrifice
The outcome or result (for men)

How does all this relate to the issues the author is seeking to address in relation to his first century readers?

How does all this relate to us today?
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