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Scripture Reading:  Acts 1:1-26

Acts 1:1-5

Compare Acts 1:1-2 with 1 John 4:17, and then summarize what the Book of Acts is all about.  According to these verses, what did our Lord accomplish during the days between His resurrection and His ascension?  How do these verses compliment the other resurrection accounts of the New Testament?  How are the truths set down or confirmed in these first verses of Acts foundational to what happens in the rest of the book?  (For example, compare Acts 1:3 with 2:32; 3:15; 4:2, 33; 5:30-32; 10:40-42.)

Acts 1:6-11

Compare Acts 1:6 with 1:3.  With all that our Lord taught His disciples regarding the Kingdom of God in those forty days, what information did He withhold, and why?  What did the apostles mean by the expression, “restore the kingdom to Israel” (verse 6)?  For what were the disciples instructed to wait (see verse 4)?  How and where (in the Scriptures) had the disciples heard about this from Jesus earlier?  What was the relationship between what they were waiting for and baptism (see verse 5)?  What do these verses add to our understanding of the Great Commission?

Acts 1:12-14

Luke tells us that the apostles, along with certain others, devoted themselves to prayer.  How would you describe this group?  What does it mean when Luke tells us they prayed “with one mind” (1:14)?  Why are we not told what they prayed for?  In the light of the verses that follow, what might we suspect or infer that they prayed for?

Acts 1:15-26

Is there any significance to the fact that the action taken in 1:15-26 occurs before Pentecost?  Is it unusual for Peter to assume a leadership role here?  Are the 120 (1:15) the same group as those who met for prayer in 1:14?  What significance do you see to Peter’s reference to the Holy Spirit in verse 16?  

There are some differences between Peter’s description of the death of Judas in 1:18-1, and what we read elsewhere in Matthew 27:3-10.  You may wish to consider some of the ways in which these differences can be explained.  What was so urgent that Judas’ place needed to be filled so quickly?  How do you think the qualifications for Judas’ replacement were determined?  What do you think of the selection process?  You might compare it with Acts 13:1-4.  What do we hear of Matthias after this?  What evidences are there that Matthias was divinely chosen and appointed for the role which he was given?  Why do you think Luke bothered to include the selection of Matthias here, before Pentecost, when Matthias plays no prominent role in the rest of the book?  

How does Acts 1 prepare us for chapter 2, and for the rest of the Book of Acts?
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