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Nicodemus (John 3:1-20)
Main Point: We must each be born again.
Key Verse:You should not be surprised when I say, “You must all be born again.” - John 2:11

Materials:  “Point A” and “Point B” signs, tape.
Personal Connection:  

· Say: Who remembers when Nicodemus first went to visit Jesus? At night.  Nicodemus may have been so worried about what people might think of him that he went to meet Jesus at night. Was Jesus offended by this? No. Was He so hurt that He had nothing to do with Nicodemus? No. What did Jesus do? He spent time with Nicodemus and answered his many questions. 

· Leader, take this opportunity to tell about a time when you were overly concerned with what someone else thought of you. How did you act?
Hands on Application: 

· Leader, place the “Point A & Point B” signs diagonally in the room - sign A in one corner and sign B in the opposite corner of the room.

· Say: Today, everyone is going to get a chance to travel from Point A to Point B.  Sounds easy, doesn’t it? The only trick is, everyone’s path has to be different. No two people can travel from one point to the other the same way. Have the group line up at Point A and watch as each child makes his way to the other point.  (Some might go over/under the table, walk backwards, whistle while they walk, keep eyes closed, etc.)  Allow each child to have a turn as time permits.

· Say: Wow! We all had a different way of getting from one point to the other. Some of you chose very easy paths while others chose a more difficult way. Just as in life, some people think that the harder they work at something, the better off they’ll be.  Others think it’s okay just to get by with the least amount of effort. Today, in getting from Point A to Point B, you each chose your own way - easy or hard.
Group Discussion: 

· Say: There is another path in life that every person gets to travel: the path to God.  When the Bible talks about being “born again” into God’s family, it tells us that there is only ONE WAY. We don’t get to choose our path in coming to God. Have a student read Matt. 7:13-14. This verse doesn’t mean it’s difficult to become a Christian. It simply means that there is only ONE way to have eternal life, and not many people choose to take that path.
· Read John 3:16 and say: Jesus is the only way to heaven. He died for our sins, as no one else could do, and made us righteous in the eyes of God. He is our only pathway to God and eternal life with Him in Heaven. 

Conversation with God (Prayer): 

Praise God that He made a way for us to come to Him. Ask God to show each child this week that choosing the narrow road is best. Ask God to be their Guide every step of the way. Fill in prayer journals and close in prayer.
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