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God Uses David To Kill Goliath (I Samuel 17)
Main Point:  Remaining with God every day is the key to trusting Him in difficult times.
Key Verse: If anyone remains joined to Me, and I to him, he will bear a lot of fruit. You can’t do anything without Me.  John 15:5b
Materials:  t-chart example, white board or large sheet of paper
Personal Connection

· Say:  Have you ever been told you were too young or too small or too weak to do something important? How did you feel? Leader, share a personal story about a time when you were told you were too young to participate in something important. I’m sure David knew exactly how you felt at that moment! Let’s take a look at I Samuel 17:32-37. 
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Hands on Application
· Say: David knew what it was like to be told he was not going to be fit for the big job - he wasn’t tall enough, he wasn’t old enough, he didn’t have the right kind of training, and he’d never make it off that battlefield alive! But David didn’t need to have confidence in himself or his abilities; he had placed his confidence in God! Let’s take a look at how God had prepared him for this moment.

· Ask: Where had David been the last few years? (taking care of the sheep) From what dangers did the LORD save David? (a lion and a bear) 
· Say: David learned to rely on God when no one was around, trusting in God day in and day out. He was so confident in God that when a very public threat popped up, David didn’t even hesitate. He knew that God could take care of Goliath, just like He had taken care of the bear and the lion. 
Group Discussion

· Say: How can we have the same confidence that David had? Let’s look at some of the Psalms he wrote and see the relationship David had with God! 

· Leader, make a t-chart on the white board - see example on the next page. 

· Title the first column “What David Did.” Title the second column “What I Can Do.” Have students read the following verses out loud and fill in the t-chart with their observations:  Psalm 4:4; 5:2-3; 5:7-8; 7:17; 8:3-5; 9:1-2; 15:1-5; 16:7-8; 17:3-5; 19:7-11; 25:4-5  For younger students, have the students sit in a circle with their legs out in front of them. Give one student a soft ball or bean bag. Have him throw it to another student. When that student catches the ball, leader reads a verse and asks the student what he can do to follow David’s example. When the student answers, he changes sitting position to “criss-cross style” and throws the ball to a student with his legs out in front of him. Repeat until all students have had a turn.

Conversation with God (Prayer)

Pray for the hearts of your children that they will learn to know God in their private lives, so that their faith will stand firm in their public lives. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.

God Uses David To Kill Goliath

	What David Did


	What I Can Do

	Psalm 4:4 David reflected on his relationship with God at night before he went to sleep.

Psalm 5:2-3 David prayed to God. He even cried out to Him for help. He would pray in the morning. He waited hopefully for God to respond.

Psalm 5:7-8 David loved to come to God’s house. 

Psalm 7:17 David sang and gave thanks to God.

Psalm 8:3-5 David thought about God’s creation and how amazing it is that God thinks people are so important.

Psalm 9:1-2 David praised God and told others about all the miracles God had done. He was filled with joy because of God.

Psalm 15:1-5 David knew that we have to be pure to be in God’s presence. He made a list of ways we can live a holy life with God’s help.

Psalm 16:7-8 David listened to the Lord and asked for His help.

Psalm 17:3-5 David asked God to look at his heart to see if there was any sin there.

Psalm 19:7-11 David loved God’s word and asked forgiveness for his sins when he broke God’s laws.

Psalm 25:4-5 David asked God to teach him how to follow after God and how to know God’s truth. 

	I can spend time with the Lord before I go to sleep, too.

I can pray to God in the morning about anything that is on my mind or that is bothering me. I can trust that He hears and will answer my prayer.

I can come to church to learn about God, to worship Him, and to meet with other believers.

I can sing songs to Him and thank Him for all of the ways He blesses me.

I can study God’s creation and know that He is real and that He loves me very much. 

When I see God doing amazing things, I can tell others about Him and what He is doing.

I can please God by doing what is right, telling the truth, being kind to my friends, classmates, and neighbors, choosing friends who honor God, and by keeping my promises.

I can spend time with God and listen to how He wants me to live my life.

I can be honest with God and have heart to heart conversations with Him. If He sees something in my life that needs to be fixed, I will listen to His correction.

I can learn to love God’s word when I study it and live my life by it. When I sin, I can ask God to forgive me and He will.

As I spend time with God studying the Bible and praying, I can ask Him to teach me His truth so I can live a successful life.
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